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Grand castle town haru ya mukashi jugoman goku no joka kana

This being one of Shiki's most famous haiku and one that we liked, we wanted to include it, but it
of the paSt = proved extremely difficult to render into English. The phrase jugoman-goku refers to the size of the
spring stipend the shogunate awarded the feudal lord of Matsuyama castle. It wasn't an especially large

amount, but we feel Shiki's pride in his hometown.

This is a typical haiku of Shiki Masaoka, the father of modern haiku.

This poem was written in 1895 just before Shiki was sent to cover the Sino-Japanese War as a war reporter. It was placed here at one
of the entranceways to Matsuyama as a poem that symbolizes the city.
"the past - spring" is used as the title of the first chapter of Ryotaro Shiba's novel Saka no Ue no Kumo(published by Bungei Shunju).
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