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HAIKU gathering with
Mr Herman Van Rompuy, the President of the European Council and
Mr Katsuhito Noshi, the Mayor of Matsuyama City
(April 19, 16:00-17:30)

Matsuyama City, located in the Shikoku Island, southwest of Japan, is
known as a center of modern haiku in Japan.

Mr Herman Van Rompuy is well known, both in Japan and in Europe, as
a haiku poet, or haijin. At the Japan-EU Summit last May, he took the
opportunity to recite his own personal feelings about the disaster in the form
of a haiku, “the three disasters. Storms turn into a soft wind. A new, humane
wind”. This Haiku became a source of encouragement and touched the hearts
and souls of many people in Japan who were affected by the Great East
Japan earthquake.

In light of such a close link with Japan, the Government of Japan and the
European Union have worked together to promote haiku related events such
as the Japan-EU English Haiku Contest. Matsuyama City is a sponsor for
this contest and has invited winners from the EU member states to visit
Matsuyama and Japan.

In Matsuyama City, there exists many “Tourist Haiku Post Box” where
people and tourists can drop in haiku which they have written. To further
promote haiku in the EU, Matusyama City will install a haiku post in
Brussels at the Mission of Japan to the EU.

To commemorate the installation of the haiku post in Brussels, the
Mission of Japan to the EU will hold a ceremony with the presence of Mr
Herman Van Rompuy and Mr Katsuhito Noshi, the Mayor of Matsuyama
City.

Date & Time
16:00 -17:30 April 19 (Thursday)

Venue
Residence of Ambassador Kojiro Shiojiri

One of the haiku posts | /
in Matsuyama
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